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Welcome to this update about our operations
at Penmaenmawr quarry, which we hope you
will find informative.

We are aware that the recent increase in activity
at the quarry has led to some questions from the
community and we wanted to address this and
provide details of where you can find out more as
well as how to contact us if you have any concerns.

Contact us

The team can be contacted by email at:
penmaenmawrquarry@uk.heidelbergmaterials.com
Or telephone: 01492 622256

More information about Penmaenmawr quarry and its
operations can be found on our community web page at:

heidelbergmaterials.co.uk/penmaenmawr

Meet the manager

Penmaenmawr quarry is
managed by Joe Ferguson,
who joined Heidelberg
Materials as a higher
apprentice in 2019. Since
then, he has progressed
through several operational
roles across the business,
including Assistant Manager

of a contract crushing site

in Northumberland and Interim Unit Manager
at Keepershield, before taking on the role at
Penmaenmawr last year.

“We understand that residents want to know more
about our operations and why quarry activity has
increased in recent years,” said Joe. “This update
is part of our commitment to provide clear, open
communication about our operations and how we
work responsibly to be a good neighbour.”
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ﬁ Supplying key construction projects

Quarrying at Penmaenmawr, which is the largest natural granite reserve in Europe, began almost two
hundred years ago, in 1830. Today, the site is rail connected and supplies aggregate, asphalt and ready-
mixed concrete for construction projects across north Wales and the north west of England.

In recent years, activity at the quarry has increased
as demand has grown for rail transported material.
As a result, since the railhead reopened in late 2021,
production has increased from around 200,000 tonnes
of aggregate a year to approximately 450,000 tonnes.

Of this total, about 80 per cent leaves the site by rail
- transferred from the quarry’s primary crusher to the
railhead via a covered conveyor - with the remaining
20 per cent transported by road.

Each train can carry the equivalent of 60 to 80 lorry
loads of aggregate. This cuts HGV movements on the
road network by up to 800 a week, helping reduce
congestion as well as cutting associated carbon
emissions, in line with our sustainability strategy.

Penmaenmawr quarry currently supplies a number of
major infrastructure and rail projects, including the
long-term supply of ballast for use by Network Rail,
as well as supplying other Heidelberg Materials
asphalt plants.

Current extraction is focused in the east of the site
and the aggregate produced also supplies the on-site
asphalt and ready-mixed concrete plants.

Around 20 people are employed across the operations
at Penmaenmawr, making it one of the largest
employers in the local community, and many more
across our supply chain of contractors and support
staff are reliant on the site for their livelihoods.

Operating times

Our usual operating hours are
Monday to Saturday:

°  Quarry: 06:00 to 18:00 with blasting taking
place around once a month. The quarry has a
24-hour licence to operate and hours may be
extended as required.

e Concrete plant: 07:00 to 19:00.

e Asphalt plant: 06:00 to 19:00 with bitumen
materials not to be loaded into the plant prior
to 07:00. Hours may be extended if supplying
overnight highway improvement works.

Train times

Our permissions allow trains to enter and exit the
railway sidings at any time, but loading is restricted
to between 06:00 and 18:00 every day of the year.
The train schedules are dictated by Network Rail
which gives priority to passenger trains.

) A

Penmaenmawr quarry, like all quarries in the UK,
operates under strict planning permissions and
environmental controls. These have been shaped
by Government policy and are set to ensure

that people, property and the environment are
protected.

The site is regulated by Conwy County Borough
Council, Natural Resources Wales and North Wales
Minerals and Waste Planning Service, and we operate
within the agreed working hours and environmental
conditions set by the relevant authorities. These
permissions also cover blasting, rail operations and
asphalt production.
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quarry operator

We regularly monitor the site to ensure compliance with planning and environmental requirements, with
regular inspections and assessments undertaken by both internal teams and the regulators - who make

two planned visits a year along with ad-hoc spot checks.

Heide!berg
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Monitoring and mitigation measures

Noise and dust monitoring is carried out on site by
independent specialists and off-site in St David’s
Road and Graiglwyd Terrace. Conwy County Borough
Council has regulatory oversight of this activity and
investigates any complaints it receives.

The potential air quality and dust effects from quarries
are well understood, highly regulated and tightly
managed. As part of our commitment to being a
good neighbour we have also invested in a number

of mitigation measures to minimise dust including:

e  Wheel washes around the site.

¢ Dust suppression measures on conveyor
transfer points.

¢ Dust units to remove dust from operators’
personal protection equipment (PPE) before
entering clean spaces such as control rooms
and cabins.

We encourage residents to report any concerns directly
to site wherever possible, as detailed information helps
us investigate and respond more effectively.

The Penmaenmawr team can be contacted at:
penmaenmawrquarry@uk.heidelbergmaterials.com
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Qﬁ Ongoing restoration

Heidelberg Materials’ aim across all its quarries is to leave
behind a site that is as good - or better - for biodiversity than
existed before extraction began. At Penmaenmawr, alongside
our quarry operations, we are carrying out ongoing restoration
to create a mosaic of habitats that support local wildlife and
reflect the natural heritage of the area.

This includes establishing heathland using locally sourced
seedlings grown in our on-site polytunnel to increase heather
cover on suitable slopes and former working areas, helping to
reduce visual impact.

The quarry is also an important nesting location for Welsh
choughs (pictured right), which are closely monitored through
regular visits by specialist ornithologists from the RSPB. We
ensure the surrounding areas of the quarry are suitable for

&%% J-oi n our teq A - | | ‘ foraging by controlling the gorse and maintaining the short,

open-grazed grassland the birds depend on.

Heidelberg Materials operates more than 300 - R - ' These measures support a landscape that is gradually being restored through active planting, natural
sites across the UK, providing many different e : : regeneration and habitat management, while ensuring the quarry remains a valuable place for both wildlife
career opportunities from drivers, engineers - = F and responsible quarrying operations.
and geologists to environmental specialists and '

plant operators.

At Penmaenmawr quarry, we continue to support
local employment and recently recruited three
new operatives from within the local community.
We also offer apprenticeships which provide the
opportunity to earn while learning and gaining
recognised industry qualifications.

Recruitment for our next intake of apprentices

will begin in September and you can find out more
about these and other career opportunities at:
careers.heidelbergmaterials.co.uk
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Safety first

There are two Public Rights of Way (PROW) that
pass through our site, one which runs from the
base of the site to Gilfach Road and the other from
Cwmlws Lane to Blaen Liwyn. Both of these routes
include designated crossing points across roads
which are used by quarry traffic.

Safety is our number one priority,
so we ask all visitors using these paths to:

Remain on marked public footpaths at all times.

Take extra care when crossing the quarry roads.

e Follow all signage and instructions.

°  Be aware of heavy mobile plant and light
vehicle movements within operational areas.
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We support the local communities in which we operate
and regularly provide donations of materials, time and
money to help local initiatives and good causes.

We are committed to open communication about our
operations and discussing local issues and projects
through our quarterly quarry liaison committee meetings.

The committee includes members from various
interested parties, such as representatives from Conwy
County Borough Council and Penmaenmawr Town
Council, and meetings are supported by an Agreed
Terms of Reference.

We prioritise support for initiatives that:

e Promote education, skills and wellbeing.
*  Protect and/or enhance the environment.

e Support biodiversity and sustainability.

If you are interested in representing your community
on this group, please get in touch with your local town
councillors, who will elect two representatives to
attend future licdison meetings.

e Promote the community and heritage of the area.

You can find out more and request a donation on
our community web page.

You can also find the minutes of the latest meeting
on our community web page.

We also welcome pre-arranged visits from schools
and other interested parties and enjoy hosting our
annual quarry tours in collaboration with
Penmaenmawr museum.
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